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1. Purpose

The purpese of this policy IS 10 ensure that lndian Alfarrs {JA} acassilion personnet adhere te and compiy
with approsriate Sole Source Justificawons

i{ has meen brought to e allention of Indian Affairs management iat 2 mgh numoer Indian Affairs
contracts are beng issued as Sote Scurce  In many cases, the Sole Source Justfications were not vaiid
accordng to the Federai Acquisiion Reg:iation (FAR}Y A high number ct Scleé Source Jusificatons
indicates dinsrshed compebition

2. Scope

Trus poiicy applies fo all indian Affars {|A) Acguisition Personnel. which inciudes the
Assisiant Secrelaey — indizn Afiarrs, Bureau of indlan Affarrs, and Bureau of Indian Educaticn offices

3. Poiicy

FARS 181 4a}, 10 U S C 2304, and 41 L4 S C 253 require, with certaun himited excephons {see subparis
8.2 ard 6.3), that csniiracting officers shalt proreote and provide fos (it and open campetition  in other
werds, full and eper: competit on Is the law, the rule and the sreferred way of issuing Federat contracts

FAR 8 2 addresses full and open: competilion afler the exclusion of sources For exampe. FAR 6 203
Set-asides o smull business, FAR 8 204 Section 8{a} Comestilion, FAR 6 205 Setasides for HURZone
small business concerns and FAR 6.206 Set-asides for seyvice-disabied valeran-cwned smak business
concerns

FAR §.301 Policy states  “Contracting without nrowiding for full and opaen competition or full and apen
competit:on afler the exclusien of sources I1s a violation cf statute, unless permiutied by one of the
exceptiens i FAR 6 302
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Sele Sawrce Justificailons should be & rare ovent. L was never Intended to become the normial way of
awarding Federsl Governnent corlracts, Laci of competiion, could : nean that the Goversiment s nol
recening the best vawe for supplies angd services i could alse opest up the potentisl ‘o~ contract
mallezsance

Incian Afiairs coafraet specialisis have many compeiling reasons 10 use full andé open competition. sucen
as the following:

A Full and open corepelition aliows the forces of the oper market to delernine tne desl vrice
Thus process ensures thaf the Governmment s receving best value for supniies and serviges and
:ai the prices are fae ang reascrabie,

B. Full and opes competilion provides opportursilies for ail businesses large and smai

7 Full ang open compeilion enhances quality supplies and sernces are delivered o the
Governnment.

R Full and open competition allows for & faw, elrical process that :s nol unduiy nilueced by
oLtside pressures.,

Somelimes conteact spec:alisis may be pressired by deadlxies, politicat pressure of hiave a préeference
toward z cerdaln contractor, Thiese are not reasons in theraseives, for 1IssuUing sole source coniracts
Moreaver. lack of pianning or expiing funds are not ustifications for s¢le s04ce contriacts

Contract speaialists shail scrutinize JOFOCS care’uly s order to verily i they meet the FAR'g strict
interpretalion of exceplion o full and open compettion |t is the responsibility of indian Affarrs acquisition
personnel o inform asd advise the Program Office {Customer} that the FAR Was very strict Lies on sole
seurce pustifications.

Furthermorg, FAR 6.303.2 stigulates e conte of each soie sourge pistification

Scle source wstficatons wit be ciosely scrutinized in Ind an Affars to see i they ate 3 sinct corphiances
with the FAR

For contracts over $190.600. sole source justifications mrsst be reviewed and approved by Suparisory
Centracting Officers

For Contracts under $103,000 soie sawrce justifications can bie approved by the Contracting Officer (wilh
the appropniate warrant ievel)

For contracts over $556,000 seie sowrce Justifications must he reviewed and approved by the Compenhion
AdvocHa.
4. Roles and Responsibilities

Drreciyr, Office of Acguisition ang Property Managemens {CARPM] s “esponsible for Accussition and
Property Managernent for Indias Affairs,

Conirac! Spegiatisls are responsibie for reviewing and ensuring that Sole Seurce Justiicatons maet the
stnict guidelines of the FAR.

indizn Affars (JA) Acquisiticn Supervisors are responsibie 1o ensure that subject poiicy 1s adheres {0 by
acausition personne

For any queshions regarding the poiicies set {forth i this national policy memorancum. please conact
Curtis Foust at {703) 396.6480.
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5. Approvals

JQM\L/L = fv’%?

Debbie . Clark Date
Depy Assistar] Secretary « indan Affags (Management)

Note™ The Burezu of Indian Aflarrs {BiIAM) is currently under revision and will be conwverted o the Indian
Affairs Manuaj (IAM)
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